Next Meeting of MESA January 13th at 4 PM in Mansfield.

- i@ﬁi Location: ‘Clubhouse' at Bridgewater Condos courtes y
lm ‘ of Arnold Haring. 1500 Clubhouse Drive.
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Progress on Nueva Merendon 3-H Project

A little competition in the world is usually a very good thing. Rotary International conducts
a competitive grant process to approve projects ove r certain amounts. In the San Pedro
Sula area of Honduras a 3-H grant submitted by Usul  a Rotario, was 1 of only 22 approved 3-
H grants in April of 2008. The privilege and honor to be involved in a 3H grant is a rare
experience among the 33,000 Rotary Clubs in the wor  Id. The 3-H grant is the product of five
Rotary Districts collaborating and two Clubs cooper ating, Districts 6400, 6600, 6290, 4250,
5970, USULA and Lima Rotary. Additionally both Zone s 28 and 29 are working together



When Hurricane Mitch stalled over Honduras on 10/22 /98 to 11/04/98, it was so large, that it
pulled water from both the Atlantic and Pacific. T  he storm dropped enormous volumes of
water on an Agricultural people.

This storm killed the

animals, eroded farm land and
destroyed the crops, farm
equipment and the entire
infrastructure. Thousands of
people were killed and Honduras
suddenly sank to the second
poorest country in the Americas.
Now more than a decade later, a
Rotary Health Hunger and
Humanity project 3-H, Nuevo
Merendon, is one of the

most advanced projects which
Rotary has in operation.

The project is forward thinking and one complicated series of projects to come forward in
many years. Rotarians from three countries are working together . Early in December, the
first Medical/Dental Team (Brigade) from Honduras, Ohio, Michigan and Nevada, entered the
nearest mountain village to record and modify the h ealth of 500 refugees. Over three years,
Rotarians will measure the improved health benefits of Water Bio Sand Filters, High
efficiency Eco Ovens, Justa Stoves, Bio Degraders, Composters and plant millions of

new Citrus as well as Hardwood trees.

The rain forest and the erosion of farm land will
change through economic system

improvement. The planting of citrus and future
gathering of the fruit will enable the sale of frui t
for funds and improved diet for the people now
deficient in vitamin C. The welfare of women,
which is enhanced as never before with the
ovens and stoves, will be matched with micro
credit opportunities. Women will have the
opportunity to contribute financially to the

family from home.

The long range goal for Rotarians is to develop and share a final template or ‘Blue Print’ for
use in the Americas, Africa, and Asia. Already thi s has become a life changing experience
for American, Canadian and Honduran Rotarians invol  ved in this project.

Future medical brigades will be held on these dates in Nuevo Merendon communities; #1.:
December 7™ 2008 in TOMALA Complete; Medical Brigade #2: Janua ry 18™ in SANTA
MARTA; Medical Brigade #3: March 1 ' in NARANJITO; Medical Brigade #4: May 17 ™ in
BUENOS AIRES; Medical Brigade #5: July 12 ™ in BUENA VISTA all small Honduran
Communities in the mountains of Nuevo Merendon.



MESA Develops Equipment to Furnish a Complete Hospi  tal/Clinic in
Santa Cruz, Honduras.

In the spring of 2008 MESA Committee elected to fur  nish a new clinic/hospital for Santa
Cruz de Yojoa, Honduras. This was a different focus for MESA from making shipments.
This project accomplished with Valle de Sula Rotari o has been possible only through the
graciousness of the people, Rotarians and Hospitals of our D6600. MESA will still make
shipments of various items. In the case of Santa C  ruz we stuck to our core mission and
developed the concept of furnishing a medical, dent al and triage center. The town had no
facilities to treat people. We have been abletoa ccumulate about $300,000 worth of
equipment, (if it was new) with the help of D6400 a  nd the facilitation with Valle de Sula
Rotario and of Tom Kennedy Plymouth Mi Rotary. San  ta Cruz donated their municipal
building which the town’s people have gutted and re habbed to standards for a clinic.
Everything has been rewired, new plumbing, and a ne  w paint throughout. Nine doctors
have volunteered to give service to the community. The clinic is across the street from
another Rotary project which D6400 has just complet  ed new a school for 1000 children.

We have had many contributions from many hospitals and nursing homes. Several MD type
Rotarians have also come through the warehouse to e ducate us on what the equipment is
that we have. ‘Gary Davis is taking a course in me  dical equipment identification.” Here is a
before and after picture of the clinic in Santa Cru  z. The Rotary logo will show large when
complete.

MESA Friends and Fellowship

It is impossible to operate an organization like MESA without the continuing interest
of our membership. Mesa needs the interest, ideas, the help and the funding from
all of us. When the occasion comes up that a shipment is scheduled as the one on
January 10" to Santa Cruz, extra help is required to pack a container.



The efforts of all who help are greatly appreciated. Several times during the year
efforts are made to maintain inventory and stage material prior to shipment. You
never know who will take the last donut.

Organizing the Santa Cruz Hospital Shipment

Mesa has acquired items to ship
which have to be packaged and
organized to arrive safely. It is an
impossible task for one or two people
to accomplish. The periodic
volunteers that we have are an
immense help. Loading takes
painstaking effort in a very limited
amount of time usually 2 hours. The
Santa Cruz shipment if new would be
valued at over $300,000.

B Ruehl, G Davis, J Garverick, J Peacock, R Pai,
C Stocking and Ron Stoner taking the picture

Hospital Bed Shipment to Tegucigalpa, Honduras

Julio Villalta from a Rotary Club in
Tegucigalpa, Honduras developed
funding to ship a load of beds to a
local Honduran hospital.

The Toledo Rotary arrived at our
warehouse in Findlay to assist with
the loading. L-R in B Caring Driver,
Lamont Thurston, Kathy Gries, Gary
Davis, Judy Leib, Steve Boice, Gary
McBride, Jerry Peacock, FR LR
Chris Amato, Upcoming Rotarian
Gaby Thurston, Joe Tafelski, Zaunda
Peacock, John Streicher.

Swanton Rota ry led by Tim Thetford has
contributed to the Santa Cruz shipment both
with equipment and with knowledge. In this
photo at our warehouse in Findlay Tim brought
Peggy Meyers from Dental Health Associates
and Tim Stone from Benco Dental Supply
Company to help us decide on the equipment
we intend to ship. Dr Thetford will also lead his
club with 15 members going to San Pedro Sula
Honduras on Jan 31st to work on several
projects, such as our 3H, and others.



2009 Bike Tour Dates

July 12th - 17th
The route will begin in St. Marys and will take us to Lima, Findlay, Norwalk, Ashland, Marion and back to St.
Marys.

More details to follow
The MESA Bike Tour Has Many Purposes
by Ed Stewart, MESA Bike Tour Coordinator

| have always looked at the Bike Tour for MESA as @roupe of rolling
ambassadors who weave through District 6600 a threeof friendship and
fellowship, pulling together clubs and members in &abric we call MESA.
While the main goal is to raise money for the projet, the coincident
accomplishments are notable: clubs work together foanother common
purpose, members from different areas become clo$eends — possibly for
life, we all experience Rotary through a unique evs that inspires and
energizes as no other event does.

Day 1: St. Marys, New Bremen, Wapakoneta, Lima
Day 2: Lima, Bluffton, Ottawa-Glandorf, McComb, Findlay
Day 3: Findlay, Tiffin n, Norwalk
Day 4: Norwalk, Willard, Greenwich, Ashland
Day 5: Ashland, Shelby, Galion, Marion
Day 6: ManpWapakoneta, St. Marys

What we need is some Community Excitement, High Sobl Bands, Sponsorships to
lighten the financial load on Rotary Clubs from Loal Business and more Fellowship.
We would like to increase the number of daily rides by 100 people. contact your local
Bike Club and ask them to participate. Read the rguirements at rotarymesa.org.

Lets get some BuzZZZZZZ going. We have had ridersém ages 74 to 15. How many
high school students would volunteer? How many letract or Rotoract Students would
volunteer?

If you are willing to assist in organizing any of hese activities please send an email to
married@wecoil.com and tell me who you are. | do not envision a ladf meetings. | do
think that it is important to capture your ideas. Help us make this a super event and a
great fund raiser. This years target is Let me know what you thnk we can
do??

The map below shows the general route. We still ha to plot the breaks places.
Would your local AAA store care to sponsor a segméd We will not know until
someone asks the question.



New Project Opportunity — Micro Credit We need clu b participation.

Our current District 3H project includes the constr uction of Eco Stoves and Eco
Ovens. These stoves will enable the women of the h  ouse to contribute economically
to the household. They will gain this opportunity with the offering of the baking skills
supported with Microcredit. Projects for which our District now is looking for club
participation. The club investment has no minimum requirement. Our target for the
district is to provide a $50,000 MG. Contact Bob R uehl married@wcoil.com

An Eco Stove under Construction — a Life changing E ~ vent - a Proud New Owner of an Eco Stove



